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Knowledge Organisers

Dear parents/carers,

Remote Education is now an essential component in the delivery of the school curriculum for all schools. We have therefore worked extremely hard to ensure any pupil who needs to be educated at home due to a Bubble Closure or a confirmed Covid positive case can do so. The remote education from Brownlow Fold will be high quality and align as closely as is possible with our in-school provision.  We have developed a very comprehensive and well thought out Knowledge Organiser for each curriculum area.  Please find enclosed in this pack our Brownlow Fold Knowledge Organisers for the following subjects:

· Art and Design
· Computing
· Design and Technology
· Geography
· History
· Languages
· Music 
· Physical Education
· Religious Education
· Science
· PSHE

These are a resource to be used to support your child’s learning at home. 
Key Expectations regarding English and Maths will be shared with parents during the forthcoming parents evening telephone consultations.

What is a Knowledge Organiser?
A knowledge organiser is a document that contains key facts and information that children need to have a basic knowledge and understanding of a topic. Our knowledge organisers include:

· the essential facts about the topic, usually laid out in easily digestible chunks
· key vocabulary or technical terms and their meanings
· images such as maps or diagrams

What a knowledge organiser includes will depend on the subject. For example, a ‘Second World War’ knowledge organiser and a ‘Rivers’ knowledge organiser could both include maps, but the former might also include a timeline, and the latter would need diagrams.


How can you use our Knowledge Organisers at home?
· Talk through the knowledge organiser asking your child what information has sparked their interest, and if they have any questions.
· Use the knowledge organiser as a regular retrieval tool. Mix up practice using short, low stakes quizzes or games.
· Does your child know more than what is included on the knowledge organiser? Ask higher-level ‘why’ questions to stretch your child’s understanding and add detail. This is the ideal scenario, as it means they have deepened their knowledge beyond the baseline outlined on the knowledge organiser and have formed stronger schemata.
· Use the knowledge organiser to identify knowledge gaps throughout the topic.
· Display a copy of the knowledge organiser in your child’s bedroom encouraging them to add information around it during the topic.
· Make links between knowledge organisers to help your child to understand how their learning connects. 
· Use the knowledge organiser as a handy spelling and vocabulary reminder. Keep it visible at all times and expect your child to use the proper vocabulary correctly.

What are the benefits of Knowledge Organisers?
The main benefit of knowledge organisers is that they will give your children and you as parents the ‘bigger picture’ of a topic or subject area. Some topics can be complicated, so having the essential knowledge, clear diagrams, explanations and key terms on one document will be really helpful.

Research shows that our brains remember things more efficiently when we know the ‘bigger picture’ and can see the way that nuggets of knowledge within that subject area link, forming schemata. Making links, essentially, helps information move into our long-term memory.  The other benefit of having the Knowledge Organisers at home is that they make the knowledge explicit. Therefore, even if a child misses a lesson, they have a constant point of reference. 

Our Knowledge Organisers contain prime learning challenges that are set out as a question as the starting point. There are always opportunities for children to work at greater depth through the ‘Green for Growth’ challenges within each subject. Each organiser also has a set of key vocabulary that is taught and a glossary.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Teachers have worked exceptionally hard to ensure that as parents you have access to the ‘Bigger Picture’ of what learning takes place in each year group. I really do hope that you find them useful. We ask that you please keep the Knowledge Organisers safe so that you can refer back to them and that you use them throughout the course of the whole year to support your child’s learning.



Yours sincerely,
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Mrs J Cheung 
Head Teacher
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