
 
 

 

 

 

English Statement of Practice 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
At Brownlow Fold, we provide a high-quality education in English, which will teach pupils to 
speak and write fluently so that they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others, and 
through their reading and listening, others can communicate with them. Through reading in 
particular, pupils have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and 
spiritually. Literature, especially, plays a key role in such development. Reading also enables 
pupils both to acquire knowledge and to build on what they already know. All the skills of 
language are essential to participating fully as a member of society; pupils who do not learn to 
speak, read and write fluently and confidently are effectively disenfranchised. 

Aims and Objectives 
The overarching aim for English in the national curriculum is to promote high standards of 
language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written 
language, and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. The 
national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 read easily, fluently and with good understanding 

 develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information 

 acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic 
conventions for reading, writing and spoken language 

 appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 

 write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a 
range of contexts, purposes and audiences 

 use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their 
understanding and ideas 

 are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, 
demonstrating to others and participating in debate 

Organisation 
The programmes of study for English are set out year-by-year for key stage 1 and two-yearly for 
key stage 2. The single year blocks at key stage 1 reflect the rapid pace of development in word 
reading during these 2 years. Schools are, however, only required to teach the relevant 
programme of study by the end of the key stage. Within each key stage, schools therefore have 
the flexibility to introduce content earlier or later than set out in the programme of study. In 
addition, schools can introduce key stage content during an earlier key stage if appropriate. All 
schools are also required to set out their school curriculum for English on a year-by-year basis 
and make this information available online. 

Reading 

The programmes of study for reading at key stages 1 and 2 consist of 2 dimensions: 

 word reading 

 comprehension (both listening and reading) 



 

It is essential that teaching focuses on developing pupils’ competence in both dimensions; 
different kinds of teaching are needed for each. 

Skilled word reading involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar 
printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Underpinning 
both is the understanding that the letters on the page represent the sounds in spoken words. 
This is why phonics should be emphasised in the early teaching of reading to beginners (ie 
unskilled readers) when they start school. 

Good comprehension draws from linguistic knowledge (in particular of vocabulary and grammar) 
and on knowledge of the world. Comprehension skills develop through pupils’ experience of 
high-quality discussion with the teacher, as well as from reading and discussing a range of 
stories, poems and non-fiction. All pupils must be encouraged to read widely across both fiction 
and non-fiction to develop their knowledge of themselves and the world they live in, to establish 
an appreciation and love of reading, and to gain knowledge across the curriculum. Reading 
widely and often increases pupils’ vocabulary because they encounter words they would rarely 
hear or use in everyday speech. Reading also feeds pupils’ imagination and opens up a treasure 
house of wonder and joy for curious young minds. 

It is essential that, by the end of their primary education, all pupils are able to read fluently, and 
with confidence, in any subject in their forthcoming secondary education. 

Writing 

The programmes of study for writing at key stages 1 and 2 are constructed similarly to those for 
reading: 

 transcription (spelling and handwriting) 

 composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech and writing) 

It is essential that teaching develops pupils’ competence in these 2 dimensions. In addition, 
pupils should be taught how to plan, revise and evaluate their writing. These aspects of writing 
have been incorporated into the programmes of study for composition. 

Writing down ideas fluently depends on effective transcription: that is, on spelling quickly and 
accurately through knowing the relationship between sounds and letters (phonics) and 
understanding the morphology (word structure) and orthography (spelling structure) of words. 
Effective composition involves articulating and communicating ideas, and then organising them 
coherently for a reader. This requires clarity, awareness of the audience, purpose and context, 
and an increasingly wide knowledge of vocabulary and grammar. Writing also depends on fluent, 
legible and, eventually, speedy handwriting. 

 
Enrichment 
Where appropriate teachers plan enrichment activities in other curriculum areas linked to 
developing children’s reading and writing skills.  

 
Assessment 
We employ a range of assessment strategies in order to monitor pupils’ progress and 
attainment. Questioning is used extensively to probe and extend understanding. Supportive and 



 

constructive feedback is provided to all pupils. Assessment is used as a diagnostic tool that 
informs future learning. Pupils should be supported in assessing their own work and in 
identifying targets for improvement. Children reflect and assess their own learning using the 
success criteria. Each child receives personalised written feedback in their workbooks and is 
given time to respond to their feedback. 

 
Differentiation/Challenge  
In providing effective learning opportunities for all pupils, teachers may modify, as necessary, 
the National Curriculum programmes of study to provide all pupils with relevant and 
appropriately challenging work at each key stage. The National Curriculum for English, like all 
other subjects, sets out three principles that are essential to developing a more inclusive 
curriculum: 
 

 Setting suitable learning challenges 

 Responding to pupils’ diverse learning needs 

 Overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups of 
pupils 

 
Differentiation through intervention is an effective strategy in providing relevant and 
appropriate challenges for all pupils and should be identified and detailed in short-term plans. 

Resources 

 

  
 

Reading Hard copies stored Web/computer based 

Bug Club Guided Key Stage 1 classrooms Active learn website 

Home reading scheme Key Stage 1 and 2 
shelves. 

 

Home reading - authors Year 5 and 6 corridor  

Phonics resources Phase 
1-6 

Shelves in resources 
room 

 

Rapid Phonics 
Intervention 

Blue Cupboard Outside 
Year 4  

Active learn website 

Rapid Read intervention 
Y3-Y6 

Year 2, 3 and 4 corridor 
on the shelves. 

Active learn website 

Bug Club Comprehension Key Stage 2 classrooms Active learn website 

Cracking Comprehension Key Stage 2 classrooms Desktop class computers 

Whole class reading 
record 

Saved in the English 
subject leader folder. 

Allstaff/Subjectleaders/2017-
2018/Reading/Resources/Classrecordsheet 

Writing Hard Copies Web/Computer based 

Pobble – sentence 
writing 

 Pobble website 

Sentence types Class information 
folders. 

All staff/Picture of the day/Sentence types 


